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Welcome to Mars Hill 
Church 


To those who are new, welcome to Mars Hill; if you are a 
guest at one of our Sunday services, we'd love to know 
you better. Please take the time to fill out an information 
card, available in your seat or at the information desk. Drop 
it in the offering basket during service- if it's your first time, 
a little info about who you are is your offering to us— or slip 
it into one of the triangular information kiosks in the foyer. 

Stop by our "Connect Center” — located in the SW 
lounge just off the main foyer — after any service for a 
casual introduction to our church community. For more 
information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional questions, 
please email life@marshillchurch.org. 


What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church’s 
monthly newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church 
grew at a supernatural rate, the written word became vital 
in maintaining communication and community among 
believers. Not only did the letters of Paul play a huge role 
in this process, they're in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your 
Bible. As Mars Hill continues to grow, however, our prayer 
is that the Holy Spirit will use our imperfect words to foster 
love between you and me and Him. 


Debunking 
Church 
Discipline 


by Josh Wall 





Most, if not all can remember a childhood of getting in trouble. 
Big trouble. 

| remember a time in third grade when my friends and | 
were caught doing something that we, frankly, had been told 
multiple times not to do. It would have been bad enough to 
be apprehended by an ordinary teacher, but to our horror, 
the three of us got it by none other than the school principal 
himself. Prior to this, | had always been on good terms with 
him, he even knew me by name. But as the other boys and | sat 
in his office, waiting for our fates to be sealed by his supreme 
judgment, | took his troubled and disappointed expression as 
a sign that | was no longer the favored child | had been. 

On that day, discipline to me was little more than the 
consequence of error and a loss of standing with someone 
from whom | desired it. | had missed the spirit of true discipline 
entirely. 

In a world that favors rebellion toward God over loving 
obedience, the idea of discipline even within the church, has 
been completely maligned and misunderstood. There are 


currently two major lies that need to be debunked regarding 
the subject. Many in the body believe that to be disciplined is 
a bad thing, something painful and detrimental, stemming from 
malicious intent. 

Additionally, it is often assumed that discipline within the 
body is exclusively the work of trained pastors weighing in on 
extreme cases of unrepentant sin. As far as members at Mars 





"My son, do not make light of the 
Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart 
when He rebukes you, because the 
Lord disciplines those He loves, and 
He punishes everyone He accepts as 
sons. God disciplines us for our good 
that we may share in His holiness.” 
Heb. 12:5-6, 10 





Hill are concerned, neither of these myths should carry any 
weight and must be disarmed if we are to "throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us." (Heb. 12:1) 
Anyone working with kids can attest that many children, left 
to their own understanding, frequently believe that being 
punished is a sign that they have lost favor with the discipliner. 
Sons and daughters of the Most High God often assume the 
same, which explains why "Church Discipline" tends to be an 
intimidating topic that incites negative imagery, perhaps of a 
fiery pastor with a southern drawl dragging a “sinful” victim 
on stage for public humiliation before a church body of stone- 
bearing Pharisees. 

But when the Bible records instances of even the most 
extreme forms of church discipline when offenders are cast 
out of the body, the intent of true discipline is never humiliation 
or heartless legalism. 

In his letter to Titus, Paul prescribes that the brutish, 
lazy, and lying Cretan believers be “rebuke[d] sharply, so that 
they will be sound in the faith" (1:13). Numerous passages in 
Scripture support that whether delivered directly by the Lord 
or indirectly through His servants, godly discipline comes from 
a heart of love. The objective is repentance, restoration, and a 
deepened faith. 
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Pastor James Harleman reiterates, "The goal [of church disci- 
pline] is spiritual maturation (of the individual and the church 
body).” Regarding extreme situations, such as member expul- 
sion, his care for the congregation is clear: "you don't want to 
lose anyone." 

May no Mars Hill member ever doubt the motives of the 
pastoral staff; discipline is administered out of loving obedi- 
ence to the Father and the compassion a brother has for his 
sibling's well-being. 

Having said that, let's briefly re-visit the grave image of 
member expulsion that causes many to recoil. The human 
imagination often leaps to worst-case scenarios upon hearing 
"Church Discipline." The idea of a professing brother or sister 
being evicted from the church is exactly that: the worst-case 
scenario. Even that is done out of the deep love that the pas- 
tors have for the church family God is holding them account- 
able for (Heb. 13:17), as sometimes an unrepentant person 
(or a wolf-in-sheep's clothing) must be removed for the health 
and safety of the family (1 Cor. 5:1-13). Still, the sincere hope 
of Mars Hill pastors is that individuals in these rare cases will 
ultimately come to repentance and saving faith. 

The truth is, elder involvement is atypical; the definition of 
church discipline at Mars Hill is not exclusively getting busted 
by the "big men,” it's living a life of accountability in honest fel- 
lowship with brothers and sisters. Keep in mind that the word 
discipline comes from the same root as disciple. Discipline in 
the church is meant to produce effective disciples of Christ. 
This end doesn't require large-scale elder intervention and, ac- 
cording to Pastor James, it rarely reaches that point. "God has 
been gracious, that people have been convicted by brothers 
and sisters in the church and we've seen true repentance in 
people's lives." 


Here's where members come into the equation as active 
participants in church discipline. The most fundamental ele- 
ment (after a relationship with Jesus) of the Mars Hill discipline 
process is authentic community. Whether in the form of a 
community group, a service team, or just sibling-to-sibling 
interaction, intimate fellowship is the base level of real church 
discipline. In Matt 18: 15-16, Jesus commands: 

If your brother sins against you, go and show him his 
fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have 
won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two 
others along, so that every matter may be established by the 
testimony of two or three witnesses. 

God's instructions are to address matters on a brother- 
to-brother basis, then brothers-to-brother if needed. "As iron 
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another" (Prov. 27:17). 
This requires more than mere social interaction. An intimate 
knowledge of a person and his struggles makes for better 
correction, a close enough relationship which estab- 
lishes the right and credibility to discuss such things 
with authority. 

For any true discipline to work at Mars Hill, 
members must be involved in each other's lives. If 
community life succeeds, stereotypical "Church 
Discipline" (the "busted by the elders" kind), almost 
never happens. 

Discipline starts with us, Mars Hill. If a brother is 
in sin, it is detrimental not only to him but to others as 
well, and we need to love him enough to pursue his 
repentance. If necessary, elder intervention is avail- 
able but it is not an excuse to avoid real, involved 
relationships and loving confrontation. Whether the 
rebuke comes from an "ordinary" brother or a pastor, 
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it is out of love with the hope that restoration will be reached. 
"Remember this: whoever turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of 
sins" (Jms 5:20). We need each other. \"% 


For meditation: verses about discipline 

Discipline: Proverbs 5:1 1-12, Proverbs 12:1, Proverbs 13:24, 
Proverbs 15.32, Proverbs 5:22-23 

Self-Discipline: 2 Timothy 1:7 

God's Discipline: Psalm 94:12-13, 1 Corinthians 11:32, 
Hebrews 12:9-11, Revelation 3:19 

A Pastor's Discipline: Titus 1:7-9, James 3:1, 1 Timothy 5:19, 
Hebrews 13:17 

Church Discipline: James 5:20, Matthew 18:15-17, 

1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 1 Timothy 1:18-20, Galatians 6:1-5, 1 
Timothy 4:1-8 





| Gardens BBG / aptum nogat. (M4) 
EL ber Ku fe de Hamry ID] ihaw. (ark 
SENS Hel 
| T Feel Tua 
C] Write d Voy pop martes oO Pr amet 
Dur Freakin pert nem Elder 


" đề. a Catus feme debida Rak tb cook si Ab Golders 


August 07 2005 V 


AWARE- 


a 





A Problem 
with Lust 


Who Me? The ministry of Lust 
Free Living 





By Cristina S. Richie 


Walking in the light of Christ means striking a delicate bal- 
ance between purity while still existing in a world filled with 
distractions. For many Christians, a big struggle is lust and the 
role of sexuality in their Christ-centered lives. Our pantheistic 
society panders to over-blown sex drives with a free-for-all 
attitude, endorsing and facilitating all types of sexual immoral- 
ity and anomalies. The Christian who desires to be close to 
God earnestly seeks to know His plan. In this manner, a group 
dubbed "Lust Free Living" was started as a means to explore 
God's desires for human sexuality. 

Mars Hill member Matt Roddy was there from the begin- 
ning, when Lust Free Living (LFL) started as a Bible study 
in 1997. The guru, Lowell Seashore, initially developed this 
program as a way for Christian men to talk about sexual is- 
sues, in a biblically sound manner. Eventually the men went to 
college and got drafts of the Bible study to share with friends, 
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to continue the search for purity in Christ. Now, eight years 
later, Roddy is a mentor to other men who want to live lust 
free. The group, which started male, has expanded for women 
as well, allowing room and relevance for married and single 
individuals—mostly college age. Knowing Jesus is a must for 
program participants, as the materials approach lust from a 
Christian perspective. 

The LFL program is three hours a week for eight ses- 
sions, or a one-on-one program, eight to 20 hours in duration. 
These sessions are instructions on the steps to freedom from 
lust through the Lord. LFL's mission: to be "a tool that God 
uses to teach people about sex." The group deals with "sexual 
Issues from a spiritual perspective" and not an emotional per- 
spective, as contemporary psychology does. Roddy said the 
group is "not about avoiding sexuality," but rather deciphering 
God's intention for living in His light. Roddy points out Jesus' 
teaching in the beatitudes where He said, "Blessed are the 
pure in heart for they will see God." Hence, the goal of the 
individuals in LFL is to see God. 

Other banner-verses for the group include Mathew 5:28, 
"Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart,” indicating lust is not exclusively 
physical. James 5:16 says, "Confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other." This verse is applied quite literally in 
LFL groups. In discussing the Christian identity as children of 
a heavenly Father, LFL points to John 1:12, "To those who 
believed in his name he gave the right to become children of 
God." 

Under these suggestions and mandates, LFL seeks to 
view "sex as serving and loving." Sexuality is seen as a good 
thing-no matter what stage of life you are in. Roddy, who is 
now engaged and going through pre-marital counseling, de- 
clares, "Nothing changes when you get married...you have to 
be honest with your wife." Through the support of LFL, Roddy 
has become "someone who walks and continues to walk in 
freedom." LFL continues to aid Christians with balancing their 
walk with Christ against a lustful, sinful nature. "4 


Contact info Inset: 
w: www.lustfreeliving.org 
p: 952.449.0004 
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Escape from 
the Ave 


Seattle's Street Youth Ministries 
provides a place for kids to go 





By Brent Williams 


Mention University Avenue, and Seattle locals are sure to 
have some mental image come to mind: colorful characters, 
a cool hangout, college life... few locales are so readily 
identified by the street name alone. 

There are some individuals, however, that have quite 
a different perception of "the Ave." They call it home. Not 
home as in "apartment X," but home meaning "park bench 
X." Lucky individuals might have the roof of an old apartment 
building over their heads, though this is usually as temporary 
as everything else in the youth's lives. Introducing homeless 
youth to the unconditional love of Christ by providing support, 
nurturing relationships, and empowering them to exit street 
life is both the motto and mission of Street Youth Ministries 
(SYM). 

SYM operates out of the University Presbyterian 
Church, providing a drop-in time for young people ages 
13-22. The 7:30-9:30 pm hours allow youth to do laundry, 





When you've seen 14 foster homes 
in your 17 years (as one SYM regular 
has), it's not surprising that life's pri- 
orities can becorme slightly skewed. 





grab a meal, and play some foosball. Most of all, this time is 
about building relationships and sharing the love Jesus has 
for them. 

Enter Mars Hill members Libby Gillam and Shane Day. 
Four years ago, SYM was the only humanitarian agency of 
the seven Libby called that was accepting new volunteers. 
God's providence and her cheerful dedication as a weekly 
volunteer have made her a dependable veteran of SYM. 
Libby's heart for inner-city ministry began before her present 
role at SYM. The summer after graduating high school, before 
heading off to UW, she got dragged on a youth group trip to 
work with the homeless of downtown Portland. At this point 
in her life, she wasn't really into "church stuff"—or living in the 
city, for that matter-but this was the summer "God grabbed 
my heart and said: This is why you're going to Seattle." 

Since graduating in spring '04, humanitarian efforts 
and the gospel have become a profound aspect of her life. 
Libby also holds a full-time job at NW Medical Teams, an 
Oregon-based aid organization (with offices in Bellevue). 

As you can imagine, this packed schedule takes its toll 


on Libby, emotionally and physically, but she continues to be 
energized by what the Lord is making possible through her. 

Shane Day was led to SYM by a calling similar to 
Libby's. Observing individuals living on the streets as an 
engineer near Pioneer Square, Shane felt compelled to help 
out with SYM after a presentation at Mars Hill 18 months 
ago. Looking to Matthew 25:35, Shane saw a direct mis- 
sional impact: "For | was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat... | was a stranger and you invited me in." The basic 
physical needs that these young people require are readily 
apparent. Add to this equation problems such as drug addic- 
tion and abusive upbringings, and you have a lot of dedica- 
tion and love required. He says, "There isn't a magic pill that 
makes them better." It’s simply patience and perseverance 
in keeping with the example of our Savior. 

Libby and Shane's stories are sunshine and rainbows 
compared with the heart-breaking experiences of disap- 
pointment, abandonment, and abuse harbored by the youth 
they work with. 

"| want people to imagine what it's like to be one of 
these kids," Libby says, "It's really easy to judge them if you 
don't know their story." Among the street youth, parental 
alcohol abuse is nearly universal, as are physical abuse and 
neglect. 

Nearly all of these kids have given up on whatever home 
life they came from, and education is an afterthought as well. 
When you've seen 14 foster homes in your 17 years (as one 
SYM regular has), it's not surprising that life's priorities can 
become slightly skewed. Instability in day-to-day life and the 
lack of a solid foundation combine to create a dark and dif- 
ficult corner that seems impossible to escape. 

The promise of a firm foothold comes from the sharing 
of the gospel. Relationship building by volunteers like Libby 
and Shane provides some of the only stability many of these 
teens have. Some of the youth have made it to the level of 
holding a job and getting an apartment. But even this is not 
a guarantee of success, as many are evicted after trying to 
help multiple other friends with a place to crash. Lack of ac- 
countability, pressure from friends, and the influence of their 
familiar patterns pull many back into a brutal lifestyle. 
Paramount to the success of this operation is the need for 
a group of solid volunteers. The accountability formed from 
these on-going relationships at the drop-in center is vital to 
helping kids move in the right direction. 

"It's not an overnight process, you can't expect to put 
in a couple hours and see a big difference," Libby says. This 
isn't the "After School Special" where everybody hugs at the 
end. "[We] get into their conversations, listen even when 
they cuss us out; it can get colorful, and a little rowdy, but 
that's why | like it." 

With such a transitory lifestyle, these kids have grown 
up assuming they needed to push others away before they 
themselves are kicked down. Libby, Shane and the other 
volunteers at SYM are there to show those kids that there is 
a better way, a better life, through Christ. 

Libby concludes, "These kids have had a crap life, and they 
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need some help." 1", 

Editor's note: This summer has proven to be a chal- 
lenge for Street Youth Ministries; more volunteers are 
needed. Please pray for this unique ministry. If Brent's 
article has in any way stirred your heart, God may be leading 
you to volunteer. Pray about getting involved and visit www. 
streetyouthministries.org, or contact Rowena Amoranto 
(206-524-7301, ext. 112) for more information. 





Photos by: Jonathan Krombein 
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Inside SYM. 





Street Youth Ministries’ Denny Place: SYM's flag- 
ship operation is the University drop-in center, but not 
the only aspect of the ministry. Denny Place is the newest 
addition to the SYM mission. A transitional house near 
the Space Needle, males 18-22 apply for acceptance. 
This helps ensure an environment where goal setting and 
accountability is more focused than that of the drop-in 
center. A stringent atmosphere provides a needed step 
up from the basics of the University Avenue center to 
truly help the motivated achieve independence. 
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To be set free 


The Story of James Garrod 


By Holly Thompson and Amity Egge 





The letters that flooded into the judge's office over the 
three-month imprisonment of James Garrod were astound- 
ing. Nearly two-dozen Mars Hill Church members submit- 
ted personal accounts of James' character, telling the judge 
that he had been set free of his former life. 

Page by page, the judge studied the heartfelt evidence that 
James had turned into a selfless hard-worker, a dependable 
friend, and a lover of God and people. The judge concluded 
that the wrong person was on trial; the James Garrod of the 
past was gone and the person in the courtroom that day 
was miraculously different. 

After hearing about his mother's stroke, two weeks 
before his release, James was all the more anxious for his 
freedom. He would miss a few things about his time in the 
Marin Co. Jail; he enjoyed reading the Bible to his "cellies" 
(cellmates) and telling them about Jesus. He encouraged 
his small, captive community to relinquish their lives in ex- 
change for a much more satisfying life in Christ. He showed 
them how he was evidence of a miracle. 





"Blessed is the man who perseveres 
under trial, because when he has 
stood the test, he will receive the 

crown of life that God has promised 

to those who love him." (James 1:12) 
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Now he was headed home to Seattle, where he would 
return to Mars Hill and pick up where he left off before his 
arrest and expedition to that California jail on outstanding 
warrants. 

The thunderous clang of the cell door was the Liberty 

Bell to James, marking his official exit from his former life, 
mirroring the day two years earlier when Jesus Christ had 
removed from him the shackles of sin and death. 
In 2003, James began treatment in a program through 
the Bread of Life Mission. During this program, he started 
attending Mars Hill and joined a community group for fel- 
lowship and encouragement. He met Jesus, who forgave 
his past and took away his guilt and shame. He graduated 
from the program drug-free and has been volunteering at 
Mars Hill 20-30 hours a week in several ministries, includ- 
ing Breakfast with Bubba (now the Breakfast Club) and 
the Workshop Ministry (maintenance help for single moms, 
etc). He also volunteers his time at Bread of Life and has a 
regular job at the Paradox setting up for events. 

Shortly after graduating from the Bread of Life, James 
prayed that God would show up in a big way. He needed 
direction for his new life and was excited about the future. 
While he was giving change on a street corner in down- 
town Seattle, James was arrested due to a warrant from 
years earlier. He was taken to Tacoma. From Tacoma they 
shipped him off to the Marin County jail in CA. 





In June 2005, James wrote this journal entry from his 
California jail cell about his transformation: 


It's 9:25 on a Friday evening. I’m sitting ina chair in Marin 
Co. Jail, nursing some instant coffee and waiting in line 
to jump in the Rain Box, the water's hot. The hot shower 
Is a high point and a signal to me that the day is coming 
to an end. Sitting here | reflect on what my lawyer told 
me today at 3pm, "You're going home Monday the 20th." 
When | thanked her for all the hard work she had done, 
she smiled and told me, "You did all the work." She 
said she was happy for me. At that | kind of got a lump 
in my throat and I said to her, "If being a Christian were 
a crime, would they have enough evidence to convict 
me?" She told me, "Yes, there truly would be." At that 
point, tears flowed down my cheeks and | thanked God 
and Jesus for shining down on my life and changing me. 
It's been a lot of ups and downs, and through it all, I've 
learned | am secure in Christ. | can boldly proclaim His 
wonderful gift of redemption and hold my head up high; 
even in here | can challenge brothers to step up and 
quit being unaccountable and being deadbeat fathers 
and abusers of people and systems and come to Christ 
Jesus because "come now or come later": we all will be 
held accountable! I think the biggest thing I've learned is 
no matter what happens, God will get all the credit and 
glory and quite a few people can say they witnessed a 
modern-day miracle when confronted with the truth of 
what God has done for me; they have no excuse. So 
another day comes to an end, one day closer to seeing 
Christ face to face. 











Although he could be bitter about serving time, James 
chose to praise the Lord for resolving all the obligations of 
his past. About Jesus and the life in Him, James declares, 
"No drug on earth ever made me feel like this." 

James says he stays sober by "getting out and doing 
stuff for others." He also plays music and writes songs, 
including writing the music to prayers his mother wrote 
throughout James' wayward years. She gave James these 
prayers and poems upon his release from jail, when he first 
visited her in the hospital, recovering from her stroke. James 
clearly saw the hand of God through his mother's pleading 
for him, even though she was not even a practicing Christian 
at the time. 

His mother has now come back to know Jesus at a 
Bible study in her nursing home. James has also has been 
reunited with his churchgoing brother and sister. 

The community that James enjoys with his family and at 
Mars Hill is drastically different from anything he previously 
experienced in his life. The youngest child of an alcoholic 
mother and a violent father, James was born in the midst of 
a battlefield. 


(continued, next page. page 7) 


To top it off, he was also born addicted to the Valium that 
had been prescribed to his mother and was given Dexedrine 
for his hyperactivity at a young age. 

His volatile home life got worse when his parents 
filed for divorce. They made him choose, at 8-years-old, if 
he would rather live with his mother or his father and the 
girlfriend, his babysitter. James did not choose his mother, 
a decision that caused him years of guilt. 

James' father married the babysitter and the family 
grew to include her kids. James' new family taught him how 
to use drugs. To tune out the chaos, 10-year-old James 
abused Dexedrine, smoked weed, and frequented the 
medicine cabinet. 

James' siblings left home as soon as they could, caus- 
ing him to spend a lot of time alone at his father's house. 
Early in middle school, his hunger for love and acceptance 
left him partying with the hippies on campus at Sonoma 
State. The hippies showered him with the attention and 
acceptance that he had so passionately craved, as well as 
large quantities of drugs. 

Soon he was expelled from school and moved to 
Seattle to live with his alcoholic mother and her new, 





“Let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience 
and having our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold unswerv- 
ingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let 
us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good 
deeds." (Hebrews 10:21-24) 





like-minded husband. The next several years produced an 
alcoholic drug-addicted James. 

Still searching for stability and love, James married his 
first girlfriend. The two struggled to make ends meet. At 
first, life was good: his step dad helped him get a job at the 
cedar mill and James thought that life would redeem itself. 
James soon became too addicted to drugs to make any 
money and his wife worked hard to pay the bills. During this 
time the couple heard about Jesus, which was a miracle 
in itself, as they gave the Christian man who witnessed to 
them the wrong address and he later saved them in a snow 
blizzard. But they were not yet willing to change their lives, 
only going through the motions, while reserving their hearts 
in sin. Their short marriage ended when James was arrested 
and put in a one-year drug treatment program. 


James spent the next 25 years in and out of jail and 
hospitals, for overdoses and complications from habitual 
drug use. He continued in this lifestyle because it numbed 
him from the pain he had caused himself and the people he 
loved. 

While he was living on the streets in San Francisco, 

Reverend Louis Vitale from St. Boniface Church offered 
him money to sing in the choir. James accepted the charity, 
too proud to ask the Reverend for money. 
However, James was so addicted to drugs at this point that 
he left the hospital in his medical garb after an overdose to 
get high. He remembers seeing his reflection in the window 
of a storefront and then seeing the church and the man who 
had always been willing to provide. He decided to ask Rev. 
Louis for advice. Louis suggested that James move back 
to Seattle to be near his family, whom James feared would 
never take him back. The Reverend prayed for James and 
bought him a bus ticket to Seattle. 

James is now reveling in the shower of community he 
was ever-seeking as a child. He has become an honored 
and respected servant of God at Mars Hill. He has been 
humbled by the way that his new church family dearly loves 
him. He also rents an apartment with Christian roommates 
who love and encourage him. 

James may have spent the first few decades of 
his life finding community that could not last, but now, 
through Jesus Christ, his relationships have changed from 
what would only be ephemeral to what is guaranteed to 
be eternal. 1" 
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"House of My Father" 
By James Garrod 


In the house of my Father, 
there is room for you there 
You can come as a brother, 
in love for you to share 
Right now his door is open, 
and he's waiting there for you 
I know that he's been hoping to prepare a place for you 


Though you walk through the Alleys, 
where the streets are stained with sin 

Through the deepest darkest valleys, 
where no man has ever been 

When his Spirit lives inside you, 
you will know the Lord is true 

His mercy lasts forever, 


and his blood has paid what's due 


Have you heard the story of God's one begotten Son? 
How he left his home in glory, how he died for everyone? 
When Adam disobeyed Him, paradise was at a loss 

But when Judas betrayed him, 


Christ was hung upon a cross 


In the house of my Father, there's an answer to your prayer 
We need to love each other so let Jesus lead you there 
We'll rejoice as he frees us from the pains of death and sin 
Praise the mighty Name of Jesus, 

Bless the Lord and enter in — 'Ihe house of my Father 


BO 
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Serving the 


Community 
The story of Kyle Firstenberg 





By Venus Tan 


Kyle Firstenberg wanted to be a police officer ever since he 
was two. Twenty-seven years, later his dream of driving fast 
cars and putting bad guys in jail was fulfilled. All these years, 
God has been molding Kyle's character and strengthening 
him, so that when it came time for him to take a job as a 
deputy sheriff in Snohomish County, Kyle was ready. 

"Being called to a scene isn't like going to a birthday party," 
Kyle says, "When someone calls 911, most likely it's their 
worst day." He is often called to solve disputes in high crime 
areas where women are abused, kids are abandoned by 
fathers, and people do not know Christ as their Savior. 

Kyle understood the meaning of community at a young 
age, even though his Christian mother raised him in a single- 
parent household. His mother adopted developmentally 
disabled children of different races, which eventually grew 
to include 22 brothers and sisters. According to Kyle, his 
childhood home turned into an efficient community where 
"everyone had a part and everyone's job made the whole 
thing work." 

Although Kyle enjoyed growing up in this unique set- 
ting, he was challenged by the fact that some of his adopted 
siblings were struggling with terminal illnesses. "Without 
Christ, it would have been really devastating," Kyle said. 

For Kyle, his definition of community comes from the 
church, where people share the common link of Christ and 
develope friendships with accountability in order to grow 
together as a family. He regards the Trinity as the perfect 
example of community. 
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“God the Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit work in perfect 
harmony with each other, yet they are all different. They are 
individuals working towards a common purpose. Jesus isn’t 
envious of God or the Holy Spirit,” Kyle said. 

He loves the Mars Hill church community and thinks that 
Mars Hill does a good job of reflecting the Trinity and working 
towards harmony. In addition, Kyle views his family as his own 
community, which includes his wife Kathleen and son Isaac. 
Both Kyle and Kathleen have peace about the dangers of 
Kyle’s job. They know that Kyle’s life is in God’s hand. “Having 
this job forces you to have a lot of faith and | get my strength 
and security through Christ.” 





“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called sons of God.” Matt 5:9 


“Everyone must submit himself to the 
governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has 
established. God has established the 

authorities that exist. Consequently, he 

who rebels against authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and 

those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. For rulers hold no terror 
for those who do right, but those who 

do wrong." Homans 13:1-3 





Before becoming a deputy sheriff, Kyle worked as an 
emergency medical technician for about four years and as 
courier in Federal Express for five years. He joined Mars Hill 
Church in the summer of 2000 and began actively volunteer- 
ing and recruiting volunteers with the greeters and ushers. 
After serving faithfully for two years, Kyle was asked to be- 
come a deacon overseeing the greeters and usher leads. "It's 
easy to go to church and feel isolated but as soon as you plug 
in and get involved, that is when you start connecting and 
making friends," Kyle said. 

During this time, Kyle was becoming more inclined to ei- 
ther work full-time at Mars Hill Church or to become a sheriff. 
He began pursuing a supervisory role at MHC while undergo- 
ing intensive testing at the police academy. Eventually, he 
chose the latter. As a deputy sheriff, he impacts people's lives 
dramatically and helps others in high-stress situations, which 
are a few of the reasons Kyle chose to serve the community 
at large. “I’m a bit nosy. | like to know what's going on,” he 
laughed. 

Only after Kyle had endured his own trials in life, be- 
came established in his family, and church did he feel ready 
to contribute to the tough demands of a sheriff job. "God 
determines the times and places we are in. He allowed me to 
really know Him and myself before taking on this job that can 
mess up a person's personality." 1", 





Thomas 
Kinkade 


The Painter of Light? 





By Joey Rice 


Ask practically anyone to name a popular Christian painter 
and you're less likely to hear "Michelangelo" or "Rembrandt" 
than you are "Thomas Kinkade." To many, Kinkade embod- 
ies that which defines Christian art-and the responses are 
deeply divided as to whether this is something to embrace 
or to reject. He has become a fair launching pad for the 
discussion of the standards by which we evaluate art: 
whether it is good or bad art, whether it is good or bad 
religious art. 

One standard is meaning. Most will agree that 
Kinkade's cottages, gazebos, and lighthouses fall into the 





Kinkade's ‘Rock of Salvation’ 


category of sentimentalism. Those who support Kinkade's 
approach like his idyllic and aesthetically pleasing portrayal 
of goodness. He has resonated with a certain perspective 
of human happiness. In Kinkade's work, this is inescapably 
tethered to a specific brand of sentimentality-a white, 
upper-class, early 20th century version of what is lovely. 
This art appeals on a gut level to a certain demographic, 
and certainly makes it an easy target for those who do not 
share that demographic make-up. 

What is troubling for those opposed to Kinkade's art 
is that this, and at times seemingly this alone, represents 
Christian art to the masses. It is so pretty, so floral, so... 
cheesy. Is it not just another reflection of all that is misinter- 
preted about Christians—another Ned Flanders of pop cul- 
ture? Where is there any danger? Any intellect? If Kinkade 
portrays, as he himself claims, "the world before the fall," 
does that not easily sidestep the real world in which we live, 
a world in need of redemption? Kinkade's pristine aesthetic 
effectively renders Jesus, and his sacrifice for sin, useless. 
Might this be the same unfortunate escapism that more le- 
galistic Christians have adopted into many aspects of their 
personal and spiritual lives, and which keeps Christianity 
from holding any weight of cultural relevance? 

But perhaps we over think it. Yes, the theological im- 
plications of a piece of art should be considered. However, 
whether or not we agree with those implications does not 
necessarily negate its possibility of being good art. | may 
disagree in an ultimate sense with the meaninglessness 
and chaos portrayed by Picasso, but his art remains impor- 
tant because what he is saying about the world is true on 
some level. It is also historically important for his dramatic 
departing from the constraints of realism; Picasso's art is 
just as important for what it communicates aesthetically as 
it is for the ideologies it portrays. 

90, can good art be merely aesthetic and appeal 
mainly to the emotions? Much of modern art falls into this 
category. A Rothko communicates almost nothing, save for 
an emotional response to the use of color and space. There 
is no narrative being told, little philosophy represented, 

(continued: SEE 'Thomas Kinkade,' page 10) 





Rembrandt's ‘Return of the Prodigal Son’ (1662) 
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Thomas Kinkade 
( continued from page 9) 


save for artistic statement in response to realism. Yet many 
lovers of Rothko would condemn Kinkade devotees for the 
very thing that draws them to the art that they themselves 
enjoy: an appreciation of beauty, which is always subjec- 
tively determined by the viewer. 

It is quite difficult to create standards for artistic expres- 
sion, what constitutes art, what we will call great art, in the 
context of our postmodern society. In the art world of today, 
a urinal is as viable as a Botticelli for gallery showing-the 
response of the viewer is what matters most. Furthermore, 
it has always been public opinion that determines its mar- 
ketplace value. Meaning, truth, beauty and even skill in the 
artistic craft are things that can become unfashionable, and 
therefore, irrelevant. How then should the Christian who 
believes in objective truth approach art? 

Sadly, the Church has for a long time avoided art. 
There was a time when the best painters, architects, and 
sculptors were commissioned on the basis of their skill by 
the Church to create beauty within the Church. It began 
with God's own opulent design for His temple given to 
ancient Israel and continued on to the great cathedrals of 
Europe. This was often a form of worship for the creator, 
and an invitation to worship the Creator. Much of Western 
art from the Medieval and Renaissance eras uses biblical 
themes and appears in places of worship. 

However, the Catholic church's abuse of money for 
increasingly showier building projects, combined with 
a works-based theology that granted salvation to those 
willing to donate, became a fair target of the Protestant 
Reformation. Their reaction against this corruption brought 
with it a high view of scripture and an emphasis on salvation 
by grace alone. Muralled walls were whitewashed. Scripture 
alone was to be the window into the heart of God. As art 
proceeded forward in history effectively divorced from the 
Church, its movements became increasingly molded by the 
secular world, and so became more suspect to the Church. 
Art's capacity to evoke—be it sexuality or holy piety—will 
always make it a dangerous medium. Fear of art's more 
sinister capacities has led many Christians to abdicate their 
responsibility to root art in truth. 

And it is a serious responsibility that more and more 
Christians are beginning to realize. Every act of creation is 
an image of the Creator. As image-bearers of God, we ei- 
ther speak about His cleverness or we lie about it. For those 
who do not know their Creator, they still speak about who 
God is in their art, but often not very well. Those who do 
know Him have a responsibility to speak truly about who He 
Is—regardless of whether their subject matter is religious or 
otherwise. Relationship with the Creator should be enough 
to set the Christian's art apart for its excellence. Instead, 
often we are playing catch-up, slightly behind a secular 
world that has been allowed to define art since we handed 
it over to them. 
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This is why the discussion of Thomas Kinkade is 
about so much more than the artist or his work. Will we as 
Christians be separatists who relegate our creative work to 
a genre for us, by us, saying little, driven by a paying market 
of what looks pretty (and safe) at the office or at home? If 
So, we have some serious thinking to do about why. What 
are we afraid of? The Bible speaks of the corruption of the 
world that we are to avoid. Hear, hear. But the Bible also 
calls us to testify of who God is to a world whose hearts 
are hardened. For some reason | don't think pastel gardens 
are going to do-not by themselves, anyway. Paul says that 
we are called to testify a sensory experience to the world 
and when we do so, it won't be for the market demographic. 
It will be to say what is true and sincere about our human 
existence and the living God. W¡ 
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For we are to God the aroma 
of Christ among those who are 
being saved and those who are 

perishing. To the one we are 
the smell of death; to the other, 
the fragrance of life. And who is 
equal to such a task? Unlike so 

many, we do not peddle the word 

of God for profit. On the contrary, 
in Christ we speak before God 

with sincerity, like men sent from 

God. (2 Corinthians 2: 15-17) 





For more information about Christians in the arts, there 
are a wealth of resources. Here are just a few that l've 
found helpful. 


Periodicals: 

Image: A Journal of the Arts and Religion 

(the editor, Greg Wolfe, has a past article on Thomas 
Kinkade and Christian Sentimentalism) 


Organizations 
Christians in the Visual Arts www.civa.org 
Trumeau College of the Arts www.trumeau.info 


Books 
Walking on Water by Madeleine L'Engle 
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God's 
Common Grace 


Amongst the Tree Huggin' Brethren 


By Matt Johnson 





Mars Hill family, | have a confession to make: | am allergic 
to Hippies. To my shame, at one time, my dislike of our 
under-bathed, unshaven, hemp-skirt over corduroy pants 
wearing, Bush hatin', VW drivin', peacenik brethren took 
on the stronger form of staunch unacceptance. (Cut me 
some slack. | used to have Reggae-listening, pot-smoking 
neighbors that partied 24/7. It got old after a while...) 

Let me give you a little background as to where this 
prejudice came from. 

| grew up in a family highly skilled in conversational 
dead horse beating. The daily floggings were the way in 
which political ideas were tested in the household. For 
as long as | can remember, nearly every single life issue 
conceived of by man ended up in a discussion of politics. A 
simple request like "please pass the peas" became a verbal 
smack down on the evils of socialist hippie liberalism. 

Now for something completely different: Fast-forward 
a couple years beyond the dinner table politics into the 
present. In the spring of '04, my favorite uncle Jerry was 
diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia. He passed away 
on Monday March 7, 2005. 

Throughout the duration of his fight with leukemia, 
he and his wife kept family and friends appraised of the 
day-to-day news regarding his health via a chain email. 
Each message displayed the very kind of esoteric spiri- 
tuality and hippied out worldview that l'd been raised to 
despise. To my embarrassment | caught myself on several 


occasions rolling my eyes as | read a new report. My dear 
uncle—dad’s brother—was in need of a spiritual savior and 
bodily healing. But there | was in front of my computer 
screen scoffing as | went through a catalog of apologetic 
acrobats in my mind that | could email back in retort. 

Don't get me wrong. Besides some differing beliefs, 
we adored Jerry. He was truly the warmest, the funniest 
prankster, the most cut-the-bullshit-and-live-life-to-the-full- 
est-in-wide-eyed-wonder kind of guy you could ever meet. 
And his resume, sheesh! Besides being a loving husband 
and a great dad, I'll spare you all the detailed credentials 
by simply stating he was a world class musician-trom- 
bone-in the recording and theatre industry. Chances are 
you've heard him on a television jingle or two without even 
knowing it. 

Jerry, his wife Holly and their three insanely talented 
teenage daughters lived in the arts community of Stratford 
on the outskirts of Toronto, Ontario. Throughout the warm- 
er seasons of the year, Stratford hosted an arts festival in 
that employed Jerry and his wife as musicians. Naturally, 
the vibe of the town was very arts oriented and liberal. 





"Jerry Johnson, a fun-loving, tree-hugging 
trombonist, was deeply loved by his 
community, his family and his nephew, Matt" 


Before we set out on our trip to his memorial, | was 
well aware of the sense of smugness that my family was 
in danger of bringing to the event with our horse-flogging 
biases. Though I knew that the service would certainly not 
be a Christian one, and we would likely be out of our com- 
fort zone culturally, | kept reminding myself that the service 
wasn't so much for us but the community that surrounded 
Jerry and his family. 

The site of the memorial was an amphitheater-style 
performance hall that seated about 2,000 people, and the 
place was about 90 percent full. The service was essen- 


EXPRESSION 


tially a concert performed by probably a dozen different 
people (including mind blowing performances by each of 
his daughters) who took turns playing or singing and shar- 
ing stories about his life. Though the spiritual content of the 
service was generally not Christian, | was still profoundly 
moved. Each story that was shared included details about 
my uncle's warmth, humor and his quest for truth. 

After the memorial, a woman, whom | remembered as 
being one of the only people that had shared any biblical 
passages throughout the service, approached my mom. 
This lady and her husband were the only Christians we 
had met. She had told my mom that she had been witness- 
ing to Jerry toward the end of his life. Jerry had shared my 
dad's email exchanges with her and they had become a 
topic of conversation. Though she couldn't say with any 
real certainty, she believed that because of those con- 
versations, he was with Jesus. My dad had planted, this 
woman had watered and hopefully God had grown faith 
(1 Cor. 3:6). 

Well, l'm not naive about the possibilities there. 
But the rest of my family and | were willing to take the hope 
offered us. Leaving the terrifying mystery of sovereign 
election in the hands of a loving and just God is the 
hard part. 

As it turns out, this lady and her husband were 
planting a new mission-oriented church in their area and 
knew all about Mars Hill. They had toured the leadership 
teaching seminars and in a lot of ways they were on the 
same page as us theology-wise. What a coincidence, eh? 
Not really. 

The way in which someone-say like my dad—was to 
share the gospel may not have resonated with uncle Jerry. 
My dad had shared the gospel as sincerely as he could, 
but it's always hard to hear it from your own brother, right? 
Well, God already knew this. He'd heard our prayer and 
sent someone within Jerry's own cultural context who was 
better able to effectively share the gospel in a way that he 
would understand. 

The funny thing is, the hope that we thought we would 
bring to that community was actually bent back around to 
convict us. The community Jerry was surrounded by was a 
little peculiar. Their generosity and hospitality to us during 
our stay looked a lot like how a Christian community ought 
to be. And the way in which Jerry lived life to the fullest, 
loved his family and friends and touched virtually everyone 
he met puts most of us Christian folk to shame. 

We thought we would bring Jesus to the pagans. 
Instead, the pagans brought the reminder of how Jesus 
ought to look like in the lives of His people. Much like the 
scenario between Abimelech and Abraham in Genesis 
chapter 20, Abimelech, a seemingly pagan dude teaches 
Abraham (and us) a thing or two about Christian living. 

What if the Apostle Paul had been "allergic" to the 
group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers on top of Mars 
Hill in Acts 17? Being highly educated and cultured, Paul 


(continued: SEE ‘Uncle Jerry,’ page 10) 
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Uncle Jerry 

( continued from page 11) 

understood where those crazy philosophers were coming 
from, found some common ground and used their cultural 
point of reference to bring them the gospel. If Paul had 
come in and said "you hippie Athenians irritate me. | loathe 
everything you stand for. Let me tell it to you straight!" it 
wouldn't exactly have been effective. 

Surprise, surprise! God was in control of Uncle Jerry's 
situation all along. He knew that he needed Him and knew 
who He would send so that the gospel would actually be 
Good News. Maybe I’m just talking to myself here and the 
rest of you are always loving, humble and interested in 
others. l've got an idea. Let's live up to our namesake, like 
in Acts 17, by knowing and loving our neighbors. And let's 
remember to take our own medicine when an Abimelech 
scenario should arise to teach us about the common grace 
of God among the pagan hippies. w 


Matt Johnson and his lovely wife Rose have been mem- 
bers of Mars Hill for eight years. They periodically Rock 
the Flock by playing in the Team Strike Force worship 
band. Most days, Matt can be sitting on his front porch 
with a shotgun in one hand and a tube of cookie dough in 
the other waiting for the bombs to drop. 





An Uncle Hemembered... 


Jerry Johnson's music career as both performer and 
arranger includes work with some of the best known 
artists and bands in the music industry. He was a member 
of the Airmen of Note in Washington, DC from 1969 to 
1973, and since then has performed with such bands as 
Maynard Ferguson (for whom he also wrote and recorded 
arrangements), Count Basie, Phil Nimmons, the Boss 
Brass, and the Brass Connection. In addition, he played 
first trombone at the Royal York Hotel, at the O'Keefe 
Centre, the Stratford Festival and performed regularly 
with the orchestras of the Canadian Opera Company, the 
National Ballet of Canada, the Toronto Symphony and the 
New Music Consort on tenor, alto and bass trombones 
and tuba. 
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Lit Path 
Dance 


Two Mars Hill women are 
dancing for the Lord 


Angela Smith and Moira Bugler have been members of 
Mars Hill Church for quite awhile. God has blessed them 
both with the passion, desire, and skill to perform and 
teach dance. After training in dance for most of their lives, 
it became apparent to each that it was a gift God intended 
them to use to serve others. Neither knew how this would 
happen, however, until they became friends. 

Angela and Moira met while serving together in 
Children’s Ministry. Dance was often the subject of their 
conversations. In January, Angela had the opportunity to 
bring dancers together for a performance in May with 6th 
Day, a Christian Dance Company in Seattle. Moira quickly 
joined. Following the performance, they saw the opportu- 
nity God was laying before them. As people were learning 
more about their ability to teach, interest continued to build. 
It was their desire to continue dancing together and to use 
their gifts to teach others that spawned the beginnings of 
Lit Path Dance. 





"Dancing is a gift from God and an 
expression of worship to Him." 


EXPRESSION 





Photo by: Alison O'Leary 


Over the course of seven weeks, they followed God's 
guidance and put classes together. Their chief desire was 
to create and encourage an environment of professional 
dance training that honors God and develops strong fel- 
lowship amongst participants. Class details came together 
rapidly and Lit Path Dance made its debut. 

Angela and Moira have received tremendous response; 
their classes are full, fun and filled with joy. Eventually, the 
duo hopes to realize their dream of opening a fully functional 
dance school with a performance company. 

According to Angela, over the past year many Mars 
Hilllans have requested this type of opportunity. “Moira 
and | are thankful that God is giving us the go-ahead. The 
timing is perfect and He truly has been involved at every level 
making it obvious that it is His will for our lives.” 1% 





Vital Stats 


Hip-hop and modern-jazz dance class, Thursdays from 
8-9:30pm, through August 25. Cost is $5 per class. 
Classes are held at Anderson's Nautilus Fitness Center 
in the Greenlake neighborhood and are designed for all 
dance levels and abilities. 

An additional eight-week session will begin in 
September, with modern-jazz on Tuesday nights and hip- 
hop on Thursdays. 

Interested in learning more? Please contact 
Angela at daaakb(Qhotmail.com or Moira at 
moirabuglerQ yahoo.com 


Anderson's Nautilus Fitness Center is located at: 
7203 Woodlawn Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 98115. 














songs for the 
people 


take home mars hill music for S10. 





Mars Hill Community Groups 


community groups is to provide a warm environment with 


"And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching." (Heb 10:24-25) 

Mars Hill community groups are modeled after the 
early New Testament home churches. In Acts Chapter 2, 
Christians gathered together in homes for the purposes of 
studying Scripture, bonding as a Christ-loving community 
and advancing the Gospel in their culture. They held ev- 
erything in common through friendship, prayer, fellowship, 


meals and study. 


All community groups take place in the homes of 
church members who are committed to sharing their lives 
with those who participate in their group. The purpose of 


opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic relation- 
ships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, experience authentic biblical community 
with God and others, find nourishment and accountability 
as you mature in your own walk with Christ and establish a 
support center from which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A com- 
prehensive list of groups with contact information is available 
online, in the connect center, and below. 


(Please contact the host for address, directions, etc. using 
the contact information given below) 





MONDAY 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Mark Blair 

Email: marktheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard 

Led By: Ken French 

Contact: Becky Clements 
Phone: (206) 297-0702 

Email: 

rebeccaclements Qhotmail.com 


Greenlake 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Josh Wall 

Phone: (206) 524-2032 

Email: zoned_out2@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 10am 

Led By: Tina French 
Contact: Kate Policani 
Phone: (206) 418-0405 
Email: cupkate@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Redmond 7pm 

Led By: John Rivard 

Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: (206) 484-3886 

Email: john@rivards.net 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 

Led By: Scott Richardson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: (206) 783-5902 

Email: ballardcommunitygroup@ 
earthlink.net 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: (206) 706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: (206) 619-3824 
Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


Ballard 

Led By: Paul Miller 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: (206) 547-0635 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: (206) 235-4215 


Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Ballard 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Roger Iverson 
Phone: (206) 226-0984 
Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Central District 

Led By: Wes Oaks 
Contact: Brian Truman 
Phone: (206) 903-8545 
Email: 


motoroilandbedhead@yahoo.com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: (206) 650-7085 

Email: lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Rick James 

Phone: (512) 626-9518 

Email: denali_2000@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Everett 

Led By: Tim Quiring 

Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: (425) 379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-285-4956 
Email: Pat_ rickid@yahoo.com 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, 
Sally Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
Phone: (425) 830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Greenlake 7:30pm 

Led By: Lee Brown 

Contact: Christy Oosten 
Phone: (206) 297-6391 
Email: c_oosten@hotmail.com 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: (206) 219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 

Led By: Dan Kronstad 
Contact: Jason Cowan 
Email: 
Jasoncowan98@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: (206) 427-7869 
Email: timzion@hotmail.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Matthew Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
Phone: (206) 388-3325 
Email: r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 
Contact: Hunter and 

Molly Hadaway 

Phone: (206) 368-8952 
Email: 
mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: Phil Smidt, James 
Dahlman 

Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: (425) 744-0588 
Email: jedahlman (hotmail.com 


Lynnwood 10am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
For Women Only 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Tony Bolander 

Contact: Tony Bolander 

Phone: (206) 979-8811 

Email: tonybolander@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Mark Kaetzel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: (206) 361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney 
Contact: Michael Adeney 
Phone: (206) 240-7589 
Email: 
mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


Phinney Ridge 10am 

Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: (206) 297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Queene Anne 7pm 

Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: (206) 300-0960 
Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Redmond 

Led By: Jesse Winkler 
Contact: Jesse Winkler 

Phone: (425) 558-9433 

Email: jessewinkler@verizon.net 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: (206) 992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
Phone: (206) 417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


So. Issaquah 7pm 

Led By: David Nelson 

Contact: David and 

Sammi Nelson 

Phone: (425) 432-0748 

Email: applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: (206) 755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 
Led By: Josh Dougherty 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: (360) 271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


University District 7pm 

Led By: Jacob Beers 

Contact: Jacob Beers 

Phone: (206) 524-3396 

Email: jbeers707@hotmail.com 


WEDNESDAY 


Crown Hill 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 
Contact: Molly Hadaway 
Phone: (206) 368-8952 
Email: 
mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Gasworks Park 6pm 

Led By: Torrey Maben 
Contact: Torrey Maben 
Phone: (206) 285-7027 
Email: 
torreym@marshillchurch.org 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Jamie Wallace 

Contact: Jamie Wallace 

Phone: (425) 605-4524 

Email: jamie@jamieandholly.com 


THURSDAY 


Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 

Contact: Tim and Dulci Klassen 
Phone: (425) 605-0859 

Email: timndulc@hotmail.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: (425) 776-3210 
Email: klcrgibbs@msn.com 
For Women Only 
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Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Bryan Ver Beek 
Contact: Bryan and 

Krista Ver Beek 

Phone: (206) 783-8098 
Email: bkverbeek@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney, 

Sierra Pocza 

Contact: Sierra Pocza 

Phone: (425) 836-2410 

Email: sierrapocza@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Micah Stroh 

Contact: Michelle Bates 

Phone: (206) 313-7757 

Email: Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7:15pm 

Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: (206) 383-2092 
Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Eric Youngblut 
Contact: Eric and Carla 
Youngblut 

Phone: (206) 219-9125 
Email: 
ericandcarla@youngblut.net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: (206) 297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Sammamish 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam or Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: (425) 868-0341 

Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


FRIDAY 


Bainbridge Island 

Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: (206) 842-1402 
Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


North Seattle 

Led By: Paul Petry 

Contact: Paul and Jonna Petry 
Email: 
pastorpaul@marshillchurch.org 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 
Contact: Mike and Trisha 
Wilkerson 

Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be 
directed first to your local church. The does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
Issue: your sin and Jesus' forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


* By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 


By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 
if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 

Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
June 19 $65,000.00 $55,569.00 306 3083 
June 26 $65,000.00 $94,451.00 458 3295 
July 3 $80,000.00 $41,632.00 238 2889 
July 10 $80,000.00 $90,003.00 368 3428 
July 17 $80,000.00 $79,146.00 341 3289 
July 24 $80,000.00 $75,516.00 378 3286 

















(July 1, 2004- June 30, 2005) 


Total Given $3,428,482.00 

Households 2284 

Average Giving $125.09/mo. 
Per household 


(July 1, 2005- July 24, 2005) 


Total Given $286,297.00 

Households 896 

Average Giving $319.53/mo. 
Per household 


MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 


$600,000 


$500,000 


$400,000 


$300,000 


$200,000 


$100,000 


E] Monthly Budget | $192,000.00 | $235,000.00 | $188,000.00 | $245,000.00 | $196,000.00 | $300,000.00 | $277,500.00 | $222,000.00 | $222,000.00 | $260,000.00 | $325,000.00 | $260,000.00 
El Actual Given $192,086.00 | $218,323.61 | $191,265.43 | $264,387.49 | $214,880.35 | $589,176.92 | $298,186.00 | $290,209.00 | $221,887.19 | $294,009.00 | $351,387.00 | $302,684.00 


EXPAND CAMPAIGN 


Due to a growing church body and space 
limitations, we have purchased a new facility 
one block North at 1401 NW 50th. 


We need to raise 3 million dollars in the next 
16 months - for full details check out the 
"EXPAND" FLYER or go to 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,120,099 Number of 
Giving Households 780 
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Beach, BBQ and Baptisms 


The Mars Hill event of the summer! Join us at the exotic Golden 
Gardens beach Tuesday, August 23 at 6pm for Baptisms and 
BBQ. It's gonna be awesome: free food, games, community... 
and see your brothers and sisters get dunked for Jesus in 
Puget Sound! Show up, follow the signs, and bring a side- 
dish if you can (meat and drinks will be provided). 

Email Jen, jen@marshillchurch.org, if you'd like to get 
baptized. 


Singers Wanted! 
Mars Hill Choral Group is back in session and looking for new 
voices to add to the mix... 
Auditions are Sunday, August 14 & Sunday, August 28 at 
3pm. Singers will be asked to demonstrate ability in part 
singing and solo work. Experience in choral singing a plus, 
ability to read music preferred. The MH Choral Group will 
be singing one Sunday this fall, as well as the four weeks 
of Advent. Rehearsals will begin September 11th and will 
be held each Sunday at 3pm. Singers are asked to commit 
through Christmas 2005. 

To set up an audition, please contact Shelly Jennings at 
shelly@marshillchurch.org. 


Baptisms & Baby Dedications 

Do you have a new arrival to the family, or have you recently 
invited Christ into your life, and want to make a public declara- 
tion of your faith? Contact us now to get on the list for baptisms 
and baby dedications. Email katie@marshillchurch.org 


New: The Connection Team 

Have you ever wanted a great excuse to talk to people you 
don't know at Mars Hill? If so, here's your chance. The con- 
nection team is a fresh, new opportunity for a select group 
of candidates who are ready to become the face of Mars 
Hill Sundays. Choose your favorite service time, come a little 
early, stay a little late and be a part of a team that connects 
members, visitors, and anyone in between with everything 
Mars Hill. 

Email Joey Furlan at joey.furlan@marshillchurch.org 


Wednesdays at Gasworks 
Wednesdays at 6pm (through August 17th) 
The grills near the large shelter will be up and running by 
about 6pm for people to use. Bring your own meat and some- 
thing to share. There will be volleyball, frisbee, etc until around 
7:30, when we'll gather for some teaching followed by a time 
for small group questions/interaction. 

A great opportunity to introduce friends and neighbors 
to Mars Hill and Jesus. 





The Mission is Clear! 

Every 5 weeks in Sub-Saharan Africa, as many deaths 
occur from AIDS as the entire recent tsunami crisis! 
The Agathos Foundation currently has a self-sustaining village 


in South Africa that has 29 orphans and widows in its care. 
The next step is to buy the Boettiger farm that has a potential 
of housing 1200 orphans and widows. This purchase will 
happen when 300 more Mars Hillians have “signed up” to 
become ACT NOW donors. ACT NOW donors pledge to 
give $25 a month for 6 years to purchase the first Agathos 
farm. A $100,000 is being given to expedite the purchase 
and limiting the ACT NOW donor obligation to 5 years. 

To visit ACT NOW, go to www.agathosfoundation. 
org and sign up. For questions/additional information see 
our booth in the MH Connect Center or e-mail Richard at 
raharleman@hotmail.com 


Capstone Internship 

For those that want to help in the process of setting up and 
establishing Capstone Institute classes (uploading class con- 
tent, registration and organizing schedules). This is your op- 
portunity to not only be a part of shaping Capstone Institute, 
but also receive hands training and development in specified 
areas for own personal growth. To apply for this internship, 
email pastorgary@marshillchurch.org 


Teach for Capstone 

Capstone Institute is now accepting teacher applications 
from members of Mars Hill Church. To begin the process, 
email Chad Brown at chad@marshillchurch.org to receive the 
Capstone Institute Teacher Application. 


Mars Hill Children’s Ministry 


Childcare volunteers are needed to help during all services. 
A mission field, a classroom, a training ground...Children’s 
Ministry presents a unique opportunity for service and a vital 
aspect of Mars Hill: the care of our legacy and a profound 
reflection of our role as children of God. Email Katie Allen at 
kids@marshillchurch.org and/or attend the training meet- 
ing August 14 (11:15am) to get involved. 


Lend a Hand at Church! 


During the week: volunteer handymen are needed to help 
with various projects. 

Saturday mornings: The 10am breakfast club offers food and 
fellowship while preparing the church for Sunday services. 
Sundays: 30-45 min. before and/or after any of the services, 
help is needed with set-up and breakdown of various things 
around the church. Contact Jay Edmark at the church, 
206-706-6641, or jay@marshillchurch.org. 
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Mars Hill Tech Internships 
Mars Hill Church is looking for technical interns in three 
vital areas. 

Systems Administrator Intern: Learn current and 
future tools employed by Mars Hill for managing various 
backoffice and collaboration systems. 

Windows Support Intern: Assist with the administra- 
tion of the windows network and provide helpdesk support to 
church staff. 

IT Intern: Get real-world, hands on experience with 
deploying a variety of technical systems and application solu- 
tions. Networking with experience setting up a SAN, BAN, 
and telephony experience beyond the demarcation would be 
valuable for the new building construction. Unix/Linux experi- 
ences a plus as well. 

To apply, please email to sam@marshillchurch.org 


Attention Business Owners! 
Do you have a passion for golf and helping others?The 
Mars Hill Golf Classic benefitting the Agathos Foundation 
needs you! Promote your business by signing up for 
one of our sponsorship packages, which may include: 

-logo exposure on printed material 

-media exposure 

-sponsored holes 

-signage 

-display booths 

-sponsored golf teams 
If interested, contact Meilee Lim at limmei@gmail.com for 
sponsorship information and available packages. 


The Breakfast Club 


Looking for an opportunity where your community group 
can serve together this summer? The Breakfast Club invites 
you to enjoy fellowship, teaching, and a tasty home-cooked 
breakfast, followed by preparing the church for Sunday 
services. If childcare is a concern for your group, accommo- 
dations are available, provided that your group provides two 
people to supervise the children while the rest of the group 
cleans. To sign up or for more info, contact Aaron Webb at 
beowulf47@comcast.net 


Worship Leaders Needed! 

If you love Jesus and you can sing and/or play an instrument, 
you are needed to lead worship in the Children’s Ministry 
on Sunday mornings and/or Wednesday nights. Contact 
Shauna Solomon at solomons@u.washington.edu. 
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august 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 





sunday services 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(childrens’ ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 


“the breakfast club” 

(10am saturday mornings at Mars Hill Church) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Contact 
jay@marshillchurch.org for more details. 


also in july and early august 


Golden Gardens Baptisms 

August 23, 6pm 
Free food, sandy beaches, maybe even a bonfire 
or two. Come and watch your brothers and sisters 
get baptized, and if you want to get baptized, email 
jen@marshillchurch.org 


mars hill outdoors 

contact each event leader for details on these and 

other outdoor events! 
August 13 & 14 

San Juan Island overnight kayak trip 

Thom Booth - thombooth@emsoln.com 
August 20 

SCUBA trip to Rodondo Point 

Janelle Baarspul — jabaarspul@yahoo.com 
August 27 

Agathos Golf Classic 

Meilee Lim — limmei@gmail.com 


Children’s Ministry Volunteer Training 

August 14, 11:15-12:15pm 
This is an informal, mandatory, one-time training for 
anyone interested in volunteering with Children’s 
Ministry. Pastor Dick McKinley will explain the 
duties, purpose and vision surrounding the ministry 
and what to expect. Meet in the children's ministry 
check in area and please contact Katie Allen if you 
plan on attending kids@marshillchurch.org. 


Choir Auditions 

August 14 & 28 
Singers will be asked to demonstrate ability in part 
singing and solo work. The MH Choral Group will 
be singing one Sunday this fall, as well as the four 
weeks of Advent. Rehearsals will begin September 


11th and will be held each Sunday at 3pm. Singers 


are asked to commit through Christmas 2005. To 
set up an audition, please contact Shelly Jennings 
at shelly&marshillchurch.org. 
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August 7 
Sunday Services 


Đam, 11:15am, 5pm, 


7:15pm 


14 
Sunday Services 


9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


7:15pm 

Children's Ministry 
Training 11:15pm 
Gospel Class 3pm 
Chior Auditions 3pm 


21 
Sunday Services 


9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


28 
Sunday Services 


9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 
Chior Auditions 3pm 


4 
Sunday Services 


9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


8 


22 


29 


9 10 11 12 13 


23 
Golden Gardens 
Baptisms 6pm 


30 


gasworks park gathering 
(6pm at Gasworks Park, August 10th and 17th) 
Come together for play, food, fellowship and 


Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


17 


Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


24 


31 


teaching. Bring your own food and something to 
share if you like! 


fiim and theoogy (monthly) 
August 12, 6:45 “Napoleon Dynamite” 
Come see the amazing Liger! Remember to 


vote for Pedro, and don't forget to join us for film 
and discussion about this surprising hit film that 


everyone's talking about. Film and Theology 
occurs monthly as Mars Hill Pastors address 


popular culture and how it intersects with 
worldviews, philosophy, and scripture. 


coalition skating 
Ready to shred some concrete? Join this new 
skateboarding ministry and show your skills! 


Email Kimo at shredgnar@aol.com 


August 13, 2-4pm 
Location: Milton Skatepark (near Wild Waves) 
August 27, 2-4pm 
Location: Sumner Skatepark 
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Film & Theology: Breakfast Club: 10am 
“Napoleon Dynamite” Paradox: Head's of 
6:45pm Femur 8pm 
Coalition: Milton 
Skatepark 2pm 
Outdoors: San Juan 
Kayak Trip 


18 19 20 
Breakfast Club: 10am 
Outdoors: Rodondo 
Point Scuba Trip 


25 26 27 
Paradox: OC Super- Breakfast Club 10am 
tones 8pm Outdoors: Agathos 
Golf Classic 
Coalition: Sumner 
Skatepark 2pm 
September 1 2 3 


Breakfast Club 10am 


8 9 10 
Breakfast Club 10am 


paradox concerts (Always All Ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a 
very practical, hospitable outreach to our local 
music scene. Check out www.theparadox.org for 
more information on concerts. 

Saturday August 13th - 8:00pm - $7 
Bands: Head of Femur (members of Bright 
Eyes), Spinto Band, Dear Darling 

Wednesday August 24th - 8:00pm - $7 
Bands: Monsters of Accordion!, Jason Webley, 
Daniel Ari, and Aaron Seeman 

Friday August 26th - 8:00pm - $14 
Bands: OC Supertones, Poorsport 

Saturday September 17th - 7:30pm - $8 
Bands: lzabelle CD Release!, Some by Sea, 
Broadcast Debut & more! 


